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WORKING PLATFORMS ON LIFT TRUCKS
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Where people need to temporarily work at height, there are a number of options for achieving a safe working platform and access to it. Scaffolding and ladders is a common arrangement and where the work requires flexibility, a ‘mobile elevating work platform’ (MEWP) is the preferred option.

[image: image4.emf]Although the primary function of a lift truck is materials handling, there are situations where its use with a correctly designed, matched and attached working platform may present advantages over other means of access for occasional use. 

Detailed guidance relating to the legal implications and design criteria of working platforms is contained in the HSE Guidance Note PM28 ‘Working Platforms on Fork-lift Trucks’ and should be referred to by manufacturers and users. 

This document is offered as a checklist of the main points and safeguards that should be adopted by manufacturers and users. 

PLATFORM DESIGN:

· Should be as small as possible and designed to carry no more than two people.

· Overall depth should not exceed twice the rated load centre of the lift truck forks (usually 500 or 600mm) and width should not exceed the overall width of the lift truck by more than 500mm. 

· Platform edges should be guarded by: 

· A top rail 1000 – 1100mm from the floor

· A toe board at least 100mm high

· An intermediate rail (or total enclosure) 

· A guard or screen should be fitted to prevent contact with nip points, chains etc.

· Overhead protection should be provided where there is a risk from falling objects or being crushed against overhead structures.

· Suitable safety harness anchorage points should be included.

· If a gate is fitted, it should be self-closing and self latching and not open outwards.
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PLATFORM ATTACHMENT:

· Fully enclosed fork pockets should be installed to accommodate forks spaced at their widest practicable spacing. 

· A locking device should be installed at both heels of the forks and locking pins should be chained to the platform.

PLATFORM MARKINGS:

· The platform should be painted in a conspicuous colour. (e.g. yellow)

· A plate attached to the platform should indicate:

· [image: image6.png]Figure 1: Counterbalanced fork-ift truck with a vertical
mast and basic working platform



[image: image7.png]Figure 2: Telehandler with a hasic working platform
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CONTROLLING RISK TOGETHER



Name/address of manufacturer

· Serial number and year of manufacture

· Unladen weight and load centre

· Maximum load capacity

· Permitted number of people who may be carried

· Minimum capacity of lift truck on which used

· A warning sign should be fitted to the platform to remind people not to leave the platform when elevated.A warning sign should be fitted to the platform visible to the lift truck operator warning him to apply the handbrake, put the transmission in neutral and isolate the tilt mechanism. 

PLATFORM USE:

· The user should be supplied with information and instructions relating to the suitability of the lift truck, the correct fitting and attachment and the safe use. 
· Where fitted, side shift should be locked in the central position and the fork tilt mechanism locked in the horizontal position. 

· The parking brake should be applied with the transmission in neutral.

· The lift truck operator should remain at the controls while the platform is elevated.

· The platform should not normally be used at heights greater than 6.0m. 

· The platform should be properly maintained and thoroughly examined by a competent person at least every 6 months. (or in accordance with an examination scheme)

**************************************************
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  Health & Safety Works NI is the small business advisory service of the Health &    

                                       Safety  Executive for Northern Ireland, the regional health and safety authority.
                                                     www.healthandsafetyworksni.gov.uk
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